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EVENING GROSBE.l\.KS IN BIRMINGHAM

On January 26,1962 at 7:30 a.m.-7 Evening Grosbeaks
(Hesperiphona vespertina vespertina) 4 male and 3 female,
alighted on the bird feeder. No food had b;en placed.on the
feeder and imm.ediately the Grosbeaks arose Lnto the aar-, At
noon on February 17, 5 Evening Grosbeaks, 2 male and 3 female,
appeared at the feeder for about ten minutes eating sunflower
seeds.

By March 1 there began to be a steady build-up of a flock
that fed daily on sunflower seed at the feeder. On March 15,
22 Evening Grosbeaks could be seen at the feeder at on~ time.
As high as 35 Evening Grosbeaks might be seen at one tlffie on
the feeder, and always there WiLS const.ant interchange of birds.
The flock with female predominating, might well have numbered
around 200. In the trees 75 feet from the feeder 75 - 100
could be counted with the naked eye. 'I'he noise from their
communicative notes was definite.

After April 27, the numbers began to diminish, and on
April 27 the number at the feeder was 20. On May 5 only 5
Evening Grosbeaks were at the feeder and none were seen or
heard thereafter.

Between 118.rch 15 and April 23, 52 Evening Grosbeaks, 38
females and 14 males, were bomded on the right leg. At no
time could more than 2 banded Evening Grosbeaks be seen, even
when 35 fed at one tliue at the feeder. On April 1, a female
Evening Grosbeak banded on the left leg appeared and could be
seen intermittently the next two weeks. This bird could be a
possible foreign retrap but preferred anonymity to entering a
trap.

Harriett H. Wright

Interest in "Alabama Birds"
Keen public interest is being shown in Tom Imhof's great

new book, "Alabarna Birds". ne are proud, not only of the
author's excellent work, but also of the Department of Con
servation's more attractive publication of it.

l

Conservation without money is just conversation.

Tom Imhof will attend the Dauphin Island A.O.S. meeting
October 20-21 and has agreed to autograph your volume if you
wish.


